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TAGS: PINT, DA 

SUB J : HARTLING COOLS IT 

REF: COPENHAGEN 1488 

SUMMARY: LIBERAL LEADER HARTLING HAS STATED DEFINITELY 
THAT (1) HE DOES NOT WANT ELECTIONS NOW OR IN THE FALL, 
AND (2) THERE HAS BEEN NO "OPENING 
" TO GLISTRUP’S 

PROGRESSIVES. MUCH OF THE RECENT SOUND AND FURY WAS 
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SOMEWHAT FLAGGING PUBLIC IMAGE. END SUMMARY. 

1 . TIBER AT. LEADER POUL HARTLING TOLD THE PRESS ON 

MAY 5 THAT HIS PARTY DOES NOT WANT FOLKETING ELECTIONS 
EITHER NOW OR IN THE FALL. IN ANSWER TO QUESTIONS, 

HARTLING DENIED THAT THERE WAS AN "OPENING'' TO MOGENS 
GLISTRUP'S PROGRESSIVES. HE SAID THE LIBERALS WELCOMED 
VOTES FROM OTHER PARTIES FOR ITS PROPOSALS ON THE LAND 
TAX AND ARE "ONLY TOO GLAD THAT THE PROGRESSIVES, THE 
CHRISTIANS AND THE CENTER DEMOCRATS SEEM TO SHARE OUR 
VIEWS". 

2. COMMENT: HARTLING'S REMARKS REINFORCE THOSE MADE 

BY LIBERAL PARTY PARLIAMENTARIAN ARNE CHRISTIANSEN AND 
OUR OWN JUDGMENT EXPRESSED IN REFTEL. CONSEQUENTLY, IT 
WOULD APPEAR THAT UNLESS PARTY 

LEADERS, PARTICULARLY HARTLING, MAKE GROSS MISCALCULATIONS, 
ANKER JORGENSEN'S SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC GOVERNMENT IS SECURE 
THROUGH THE FALL AND PERHAPS BEYOND. 

3. IT IS NOT YET CLEAR, HOWEVER, HOW HARTLING INTENDS TO 
FINESSE HIS COMMITMENT ON THE IMPORTANT LAND TAX QUESTION 
WHICH WILL COME UP SOON IN FOLKETING. AND ALTHOUGH 
GLISTRUP IS HARTLING'S PRINCIPAL BETE NOIRE, IT IS 
DIFFICULT TO ACCEPT HIS DENIAL OF ANY LIBERAL MOVE TOWARD 
GLISTRUP. THE EVIDENCE THAT THE LIBERALS WERE PREPARED 

TO COLLABORATE MORE CLOSELY WITH THE PROGRESSIVES WAS 
A "HANDS OUTSTRETCHED" SPEECH MADE BY FORMER LIBERAL DEFENSE 
MINISTER F.RLTNG BRONDUM. THE SPEECH WAS REPRODUCED IN LIBERAL 
NEWSPAPERS AND DISTRIBUTED BY LIBERAL LOCAL PARTY OFFICES 
THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY. 

4. A LEADING LIBERAL PARLIAMENTARIAN AGAIN ASSURED POL 
COUNS TODAY THAT THERE WAS NO SUBSTANCE IN THE TALK OF 
COLLABORATION WITH THE PROGRESSIVES. IT MAY BE THAT 
BRONDUM’S MOVE WAS A CALCULATED PART OF THE SOUND AND 
FURY GENERATED BY THE LIBERALS OVER THE PAST WEEK TO PUT 
THEMSELVES BACK IN THE PUBLIC EYE. HARTLING HIMSELF 

HAS REMAINED REMARKABLY QUIET OVER THE LAST FEW MONTHS, 

AND RECENT PUBLIC OPINION POLLS HAVE SHOWN THAT HIS PARTY 
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